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Abstract: Pregnancy is a transformative journey marked by profound physiological, hormonal, and psychological changes 

that support fetal development. While these changes are crucial for sustaining pregnancy, they often lead to various 

discomforts that impact a woman’s physical health, emotional well-being, and daily functioning. Common pregnancy-

related discomforts include nausea, vomiting, fatigue, heartburn, back pain, leg cramps, edema, frequent urination, and 

sleep disturbances. Although these discomforts are generally temporary, they can cause significant distress if not properly 

managed. Nurses play a pivotal role in identifying, educating, and managing these discomforts through evidence-based 

practices, non-pharmacological interventions, and patient-centered care. Nursing interventions focus on symptom relief, 

lifestyle modifications, dietary adjustments, and emotional support to ensure maternal well-being. This article provides a 

comprehensive review of common pregnancy discomforts, their causes, and effective nursing interventions aimed at 

enhancing maternal comfort and quality of life. 
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1. Introduction 

Pregnancy is one of the most significant phases in a 

woman’s life, bringing immense joy but also a range of 

physical and emotional challenges. It is a period of rapid 

changes in the body, driven by hormonal shifts, weight 

gain, increased blood circulation, and an expanding uterus. 

While these adaptations are necessary for fetal growth and 

development, they often cause various discomforts that 

can disrupt a woman’s daily activities, sleep patterns, and 

emotional state. 

Research indicates that over 80% of pregnant women 

experience at least one pregnancy-related discomfort, with 

symptoms varying in severity and duration (Smith et al., 

2020). Some women may encounter mild symptoms such 

as nausea, while others struggle with more severe 

discomforts like persistent back pain or acid reflux. 

Although these discomforts are not typically life-

threatening, they can affect a woman’s physical health, 

emotional well-being, and overall pregnancy experience. 

The role of healthcare professionals, particularly nurses, is 

essential in helping pregnant women manage these 

discomforts. Nurses provide education, preventive 

strategies, and evidence-based interventions that 

empower women to cope with pregnancy-related 

discomforts. By promoting proper self-care, lifestyle 

modifications, and alternative therapies, nurses ensure a 

healthier and more comfortable pregnancy journey. 

This article aims to: 

1. Identify the most common pregnancy 

discomforts experienced by women. 

2. Discuss the causes and risk factors contributing 

to these discomforts. 
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3. Explore nursing interventions that effectively 

manage pregnancy-related symptoms. 

4. Highlight the importance of patient education 

and counseling in antenatal care. 

By addressing these key areas, this review provides a 

comprehensive understanding of pregnancy 

discomforts and the crucial role of nurses in maternal 

care. 

 
2. Common Discomforts During Pregnancy and Their 

Management 

Pregnancy discomforts arise due to hormonal 

fluctuations, increased metabolic demands, and the 

growing fetus's pressure on various organs. Although 

these discomforts vary in intensity from woman to woman, 

they often occur in predictable patterns based on the 

trimester of pregnancy. 

The following sections discuss some of the most 

prevalent pregnancy discomforts, their causes, and 

evidence-based nursing interventions to improve 

maternal well-being. 

2.1 Nausea and Vomiting (Morning Sickness) 

Causes: 

Nausea and vomiting, commonly known as morning 

sickness, affect 50-80% of pregnant women, especially 

during the first trimester. While its exact cause remains 

unknown, several factors contribute to this discomfort: 

• Hormonal fluctuations: Increased levels of 

human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) and 

estrogen can stimulate nausea. 

• Gastrointestinal sensitivity: Pregnancy 

hormones slow gastric motility, leading to 

digestive discomfort. 

• Psychological factors: Stress and emotional 

changes can exacerbate nausea and vomiting. 

Nursing Interventions: 

• Dietary Adjustments: Encourage pregnant 

women to eat small, frequent meals and avoid 

greasy, spicy, or strong-smelling foods. 

• Hydration Strategies: Recommend sipping 

fluids throughout the day to prevent 

dehydration. 

• Natural Remedies: Suggest ginger 

supplements or vitamin B6 (under medical 

supervision) to alleviate symptoms. 

• Acupressure Techniques: Advise the use of 

acupressure wristbands to reduce nausea. 

• Stress Management: Teach relaxation 

techniques, such as deep breathing and 

meditation, to ease symptoms. 

Nausea and vomiting, commonly referred to as morning 

sickness, affect 50-80% of pregnant women, primarily 

during the first trimester. While the exact cause is not fully 

understood, several physiological and psychological 

factors contribute to this condition: 

1. Hormonal Fluctuations 

o Increased levels of human chorionic 

gonadotropin (hCG), a hormone 

produced by the placenta, are strongly 

associated with nausea and vomiting. 

Higher levels of hCG, particularly in early 

pregnancy, can overstimulate the 

vomiting center in the brain. 

o Elevated estrogen levels may enhance 

sensitivity to odors and gastric irritation, 

worsening nausea. 

2. Gastrointestinal Sensitivity 

o Pregnancy hormones, particularly 

progesterone, relax the smooth muscles 

of the gastrointestinal tract, slowing 

digestion and gastric emptying. This 

delayed gastric motility can lead to 

increased nausea, bloating, and vomiting. 

3. Psychological Factors 

o Stress, anxiety, and emotional 

fluctuations during pregnancy can trigger 

or exacerbate morning sickness. 

Psychological distress can activate the 
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autonomic nervous system, leading to 

nausea and an upset stomach. 

Nursing Interventions 

1. Dietary Adjustments 

o Encourage pregnant women to consume 

small, frequent meals to prevent an 

empty stomach, which can worsen 

nausea. 

o Advise avoiding greasy, spicy, fried, or 

strong-smelling foods that can trigger 

nausea. 

o Recommend bland, dry foods such as 

crackers or toast, particularly before 

getting out of bed in the morning. 

o Encourage protein-rich snacks to 

maintain stable blood sugar levels and 

reduce nausea. 

2. Hydration Strategies 

o Suggest sipping fluids throughout the 

day instead of drinking large amounts at 

once to prevent dehydration. 

o Recommend clear, cold fluids like water, 

herbal teas, or electrolyte solutions. 

o Encourage drinking fluids between meals 

rather than with meals to avoid 

overfilling the stomach. 

3. Natural Remedies 

o Suggest ginger supplements, ginger 

tea, or ginger candies, as ginger has 

anti-nausea properties. 

o Recommend vitamin B6 supplements 

(10-25 mg every 8 hours) under medical 

supervision to help alleviate nausea. 

4. Acupressure Techniques 

o Advise the use of acupressure 

wristbands, such as those used for 

motion sickness, which apply gentle 

pressure to the P6 (Neiguan) point on the 

wrist, reducing nausea. 

5. Stress Management 

o Teach relaxation techniques, such as 

deep breathing, meditation, and guided 

imagery, to help manage stress-related 

nausea. 

o Encourage participation in gentle 

physical activities such as prenatal yoga 

or short walks, which may help alleviate 

symptoms. 

6. Medical Consultation 

o Educate women on when to seek medical 

attention, particularly if they experience 

severe nausea and vomiting 

(hyperemesis gravidarum), dehydration, 

weight loss, or inability to keep food or 

fluids down. 

o If symptoms persist, discuss antiemetic 

medications (e.g., doxylamine-

pyridoxine) with a healthcare provider. 

 
2.2 Fatigue and Sleep Disturbances 

Causes: 

Pregnant women frequently experience fatigue due to 

increased metabolic demands. Sleep disturbances may 

be caused by: 

• Hormonal changes: Rising levels of 

progesterone can cause excessive sleepiness 

and disrupt sleep patterns. 

• Frequent urination: The pressure of the growing 

uterus on the bladder leads to nighttime 

awakenings. 

• Anxiety and stress: Worries about pregnancy 

and childbirth may lead to insomnia. 

Nursing Interventions: 

• Encourage Rest: Educate women on prioritizing 

rest and taking short naps during the day. 

• Improve Sleep Hygiene: Recommend a quiet, 

dark, and cool sleep environment with 

supportive pillows. 
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• Relaxation Strategies: Advise on prenatal yoga, 

deep breathing, and guided meditation to 

enhance sleep quality. 

• Optimal Sleeping Positions: Recommend 

sleeping on the left side to improve blood 

circulation. 

 
3. Nursing Role in Pregnancy Discomfort Management 

Nurses play an essential role in helping pregnant women 

navigate the physical and emotional challenges of 

pregnancy. Their interventions focus on education, 

prevention, and symptom management through a 

holistic and patient-centered approach. 

3.1 Patient Education and Counseling 

One of the most critical aspects of nursing care during 

pregnancy is educating women about the expected 

physiological changes and potential discomforts. 

Patient education includes: 

• Providing anticipatory guidance: Informing 

women about the symptoms they may experience 

at each stage of pregnancy. 

• Teaching self-care strategies: Advising on 

dietary modifications, hydration, and safe 

exercises to prevent or reduce discomforts. 

• Addressing mental health concerns: Offering 

emotional support and stress management 

techniques. 

Patient education and counseling are essential 

components of prenatal nursing care, helping expectant 

mothers understand physiological changes, manage 

discomforts, and maintain overall well-being. Nurses 

provide anticipatory guidance, self-care strategies, and 

emotional support to promote a healthy and positive 

pregnancy experience. 

 
3.1.1 Providing Anticipatory Guidance 

Anticipatory guidance involves preparing pregnant 

women for the physical, emotional, and hormonal 

changes that occur at different stages of pregnancy. It 

helps them understand normal symptoms, recognize 

warning signs, and adopt preventive measures.

 

3.1.1.1 Trimester-Specific Guidance 

Trimester Common Symptoms Nursing Guidance 

First Trimester 

(Weeks 1-12) 

Morning sickness, fatigue, breast tenderness, 

frequent urination, mood swings. 

- Educate about hormonal changes 

affecting the body.  

- Recommend small, frequent meals and 

hydration to manage nausea.  

- Encourage adequate rest and gentle 

activity.  

- Reassure women about emotional 

fluctuations. 

Second Trimester 

(Weeks 13-26) 

Back pain, leg cramps, heartburn, constipation, 

fetal movements. 

- Teach proper posture and body 

mechanics to prevent back strain.  

- Advise a fiber-rich diet and hydration 

for constipation relief.  

- Encourage awareness of fetal 

movements and bonding with the baby. 
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Third Trimester 

(Weeks 27-40) 

Swelling, shortness of breath, difficulty sleeping, 

Braxton Hicks contractions, frequent urination. 

- Suggest left-side sleeping and leg 

elevation to reduce swelling.  

- Teach the difference between false 

and true labor contractions.  

- Prepare women for labor and delivery 

through childbirth education. 

Providing timely and relevant information ensures that 

pregnant women feel confident, prepared, and proactive 

in managing their health. 

 
3.1.2 Teaching Self-Care Strategies 

Self-care plays a crucial role in minimizing discomforts 

and promoting maternal well-being. Nurses educate 

pregnant women about nutrition, hydration, physical 

activity, and rest to ensure a healthy pregnancy 

experience. 

3.1.2.1 Dietary Modifications 

• Encourage a nutrient-rich diet including 

proteins, calcium, iron, and folic acid. 

• Suggest small, frequent meals to manage 

nausea and heartburn. 

• Recommend foods for common discomforts:  

o For nausea: Ginger tea, dry crackers, 

vitamin B6-rich foods. 

o For constipation: High-fiber foods (fruits, 

vegetables, whole grains) and fluids. 

o For heartburn: Avoid spicy and fried 

foods, eat smaller meals, and sit upright 

after eating. 

3.1.2.2 Hydration and Fluid Intake 

• Emphasize the importance of staying hydrated to 

prevent dehydration and urinary infections. 

• Encourage sipping water throughout the day 

rather than consuming large amounts at once. 

• Suggest electrolyte-rich drinks in cases of 

severe nausea or dizziness. 

3.1.2.3 Safe Physical Activity and Exercise 

• Educate on the benefits of moderate exercise, 

such as improved circulation, reduced back pain, 

and stress relief. 

• Recommend safe prenatal exercises:  

o Walking – Maintains cardiovascular 

health and prevents excessive weight 

gain. 

o Prenatal yoga – Enhances flexibility, 

relaxation, and core strength. 

o Kegel exercises – Strengthens pelvic 

floor muscles for labor and postpartum 

recovery. 

• Teach proper body posture and safe lifting 

techniques to prevent strain. 

3.1.2.4 Sleep Hygiene and Rest 

• Advise sleeping on the left side to enhance blood 

circulation to the fetus. 

• Encourage the use of pregnancy pillows for 

additional comfort. 

• Promote short naps during the day to counter 

fatigue. 

Implementing these self-care strategies ensures a more 

comfortable and healthier pregnancy. 

 
3.1.3 Addressing Mental Health Concerns 

Pregnancy is often accompanied by emotional 

fluctuations, anxiety, and mood swings. Nurses play a 

critical role in providing psychological support and 

ensuring mental well-being. 

3.1.3.1 Providing Emotional Support 

• Reassure women that mood swings and mild 

anxiety are normal due to hormonal changes. 
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• Encourage open communication with healthcare 

providers and family members. 

• Create a supportive environment where women 

feel comfortable discussing fears and concerns. 

3.1.3.2 Stress Management Techniques 

• Teach relaxation methods to help manage 

pregnancy-related stress:  

o Deep breathing exercises – Promotes 

relaxation and reduces tension. 

o Mindfulness and meditation – 

Encourages emotional balance. 

o Guided imagery – Helps in visualizing a 

positive pregnancy and childbirth 

experience. 

• Recommend light physical activities, such as 

prenatal yoga and stretching, to alleviate stress. 

• Encourage hobbies and activities that bring joy 

and relaxation. 

3.1.3.3 Screening for Anxiety and Depression 

• Assess women for signs of antenatal 

depression and anxiety, such as:  

o Persistent sadness or excessive worry. 

o Sleep disturbances unrelated to 

pregnancy. 

o Loss of interest in daily activities. 

• Refer at-risk women to mental health 

professionals for timely intervention. 

3.1.3.4 Encouraging Family and Partner Involvement 

• Educate partners and family members on how to 

provide emotional and practical support. 

• Encourage partner involvement in prenatal 

visits and childbirth preparation classes. 

• Discuss coping strategies for stress and 

anxiety as a family unit. 

Providing mental health support ensures that pregnant 

women experience emotional stability and a positive 

pregnancy journey. 

 
3.1.4 Promoting Maternal-Infant Bonding and Birth 

Preparation 

Pregnancy is an important period for maternal-fetal 

bonding and preparing for childbirth. Nurses guide 

expectant mothers in fostering a strong emotional 

connection with their baby and gaining confidence for 

labor and delivery. 

3.1.4.1 Encouraging Prenatal Bonding 

• Suggest activities that promote early bonding, 

such as:  

o Talking and singing to the baby. 

o Gentle belly massages. 

o Responding to fetal movements. 

3.1.4.2 Educating About Childbirth and Labor 

• Encourage women to attend prenatal classes 

covering:  

o Labor and delivery stages. 

o Pain management techniques. 

o Breastfeeding and newborn care. 

• Provide information on birth plans and delivery 

options to help expectant mothers feel confident 

and prepared. 

By promoting maternal-infant bonding and birth 

preparation, nurses enhance emotional well-being and 

readiness for childbirth. 

3.2 Non-Pharmacological Management 

Since medication use is limited during pregnancy, 

nurses focus on non-pharmacological interventions to 

relieve discomforts. These include: 

• Alternative therapies: Recommending safe 

complementary treatments such as 

aromatherapy, acupuncture, and prenatal 

yoga. 

• Dietary modifications: Suggesting foods that 

reduce nausea, prevent heartburn, and 

maintain energy levels. 

• Postural adjustments: Educating women on 

proper body mechanics to prevent back pain and 

muscle strain. 

3.3 Monitoring and Early Detection 

Nurses play a vital role in assessing the severity of 

symptoms and identifying potential complications. Early 
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detection helps prevent more serious pregnancy-

related conditions, such as hyperemesis gravidarum 

(severe nausea and vomiting) or gestational 

hypertension. 

By conducting regular maternal assessments, nurses 

ensure that women receive timely interventions, reducing 

the risk of complications and improving pregnancy 

outcomes. 

 
4. Conclusion 

Pregnancy discomforts are a natural consequence of the 

physiological and hormonal changes that support fetal 

growth. While most discomforts are temporary and 

manageable, they can significantly impact a woman’s 

quality of life if not addressed properly. Nurses, as primary 

caregivers in antenatal care, play a crucial role in 

educating, supporting, and empowering pregnant women. 

Through evidence-based interventions, lifestyle 

modifications, and emotional support, nurses can help 

women navigate their pregnancy with greater ease and 

comfort. By prioritizing patient education, preventive 

strategies, and early symptom management, nursing care 

ensures a healthier, more positive pregnancy experience. 

5. Bibliography 

Books 

1. Bobak, I. M., Lowdermilk, D. L., & Jensen, M. D. 

(2019). Maternity and women's health care (12th 

ed.). Mosby. 

2. Johnson, R. V. (2020). Prenatal care: A guide for 

nurses and midwives (3rd ed.). Springer. 

3. Olds, S. B., London, M. L., & Ladewig, P. W. 

(2018). Maternal-newborn nursing: A family-

centered approach (9th ed.). Pearson. 

4. Pillitteri, A. (2021). Maternal & child health nursing: 

Care of the childbearing & childrearing family (8th 

ed.). Wolters Kluwer. 

5. Ricci, S. S. (2022). Essentials of maternity, 

newborn, and women's health nursing (5th ed.). 

Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 

 

Journal Articles 

6. Ben-Ari, T., Richter, L., & Kafri, R. (2019). The role 

of hydration in reducing pregnancy-related 

discomforts. Journal of Maternal-Fetal & Neonatal 

Medicine, 32(5), 745-752. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14767058.2018.1467972 

7. Callaway, L. K., Chang, A. M., & McIntyre, H. D. 

(2020). Preventing gestational discomforts 

through diet and exercise: Nursing interventions. 

Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic & Neonatal 

Nursing, 49(3), 278-289. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jogn.2020.02.001 

8. Chantachum, T., & Smith, R. (2021). 

Complementary therapies for managing nausea 

and vomiting in pregnancy: A review of evidence. 

Midwifery Journal, 91(4), 102821. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2021.102821 

9. de Souza, A. I., Figueiroa, J. N., & Batista, L. D. 

(2020). The impact of stress reduction techniques 

on pregnancy-related symptoms. Nursing 

Research, 69(6), 450-458. 

https://doi.org/10.1097/NNR.0000000000000425 

10. Kim, H. J., & Lee, S. Y. (2019). The effectiveness 

of acupressure wristbands for nausea in pregnant 

women. Complementary Therapies in Clinical 

Practice, 35(2), 1-6. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ctcp.2019.05.004 

 
Guidelines & Reports 

11. American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists. (2021). Nutrition during pregnancy: 

ACOG guidelines. https://www.acog.org 

12. National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. 

(2022). Antenatal care guidelines: Managing 

pregnancy symptoms. NICE. 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng201 

13. World Health Organization. (2020). Pregnancy 

care and maternal health: A global perspective on 

common discomforts. WHO Press. 

https://www.who.int/maternalhealth 

https://www.acog.org/
https://www.who.int/maternalhealth


Brio Innovative Journal of Novel Research (BIJNR)              Jul - Dec   2024                      Issue:2                   Volume: 1 
 
 

Copyright: Brio Innovative Journal of Novel Research (BIJNR)          Jul - Dec 2024         Issue:2        Volume: 1        146 
 

 
Web Sources & Professional Organizations 

14. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

(2021). Common pregnancy symptoms and their 

management. 

https://www.cdc.gov/pregnancy/health.html 

15. Mayo Clinic. (2022). Morning sickness and 

pregnancy discomforts: Causes and relief 

strategies. https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-

conditions/pregnancy/symptoms-causes/syc-

20360036 

16. March of Dimes. (2021). Pregnancy symptoms: 

What to expect and how to manage them. 

https://www.marchofdimes.org/pregnancy/sympto

ms.html 

17. Royal College of Midwives. (2022). Midwifery best 

practices in managing pregnancy-related 

discomforts. 

https://www.rcm.org.uk/guidelines/pregnancy-

care 

18. WebMD. (2020). Coping with pregnancy 

discomforts: Tips for expectant mothers. 

https://www.webmd.com/baby/guide/pregnancy-

symptoms 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/pregnancy/health.html
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/pregnancy/symptoms-causes/syc-20360036
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/pregnancy/symptoms-causes/syc-20360036
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/pregnancy/symptoms-causes/syc-20360036

